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State of Play - The Numbers

 Team Sports Participation by 6-12 year-olds
— Overall: 2011 - 55.5% 2016 - 56.3%
— Female: 2011 -49.4% 2016 —-52.8%
— Regular Basis: 2011 -41.5% 2016 —36.9%

* Individual Sport by 6-12 year-olds
— Overall: 2011 -53.2% 2016 —49.8%

* Average Number of Sports Played by an Athlete by
6-17 year-olds

— 2.14% down to 2.01%
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Softball Participation

e Softball 6-12 year-olds (2008-2011)
— Decrease of 31.3% (1.3 million to 862)
— Fastpitch and Slowpitch;
— Casual player

— Football, Baseball, Track, Soccer and
Basketball

e Softball 6-17 year-olds (2009-2014)
— Increase 1.6% (988,000 to 1,004,000)
— Regular Basis
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2008-2016 Softball Core
Participation Numbers

* 6-12 Year-Olds Fastpitch Softball - Regular Basis
e 2008 — 275,000 = 1%

2010-231,000

2012 -436,000 = 1.5%

2013 — 315,000

2014 — 350,000 =1.2%

2015 — 388,000

2016 — 290,000 = 1%
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NFHS Softball Participation

 NFHS Fastpitch Softball
— 2008/2009 - 368,921 (#4)
— 2009/2010 - 378,211 (#4)
— 2010/2011 - 373,535 (#4)
— 2011/2012 - 367,023 (#5)
— 2012/2013 - 362,488 (#5)
— 2013/2014 - 364,297 (#b)
— 2014/2015 - 364,103 (#bH)

e Other Sports Ranked Higher
* Track & Field
e Basketball
* Volleyball

* Soccer

» States Not Offering Fastpitch
* South Dakota
» Wyoming

» States Offering Slowpitch

* Arkansas, Georgia,
Mississippi, and Oklahoma
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Sports Participation - Key Indicators

Key Indicators of Early Success
Average age of entry into organized or team sports

AGE (years/months) 6 7 8 9

GENDER BoYS 4.8 [ G'RLS 7 .4

RACE/ CAUCASIAN 4.6 [ HISPANIC 8.2

ETHNICITY AFRICAN AMERICAN 7.7

g#}f&g MARITAL MARRIED 4.5 [ SINGLE/NEVER MARRIED 8.8
e paiLy 5. NI ONCE A WEEK 8.9

HOUSEHOLD ) 100k & | §35 ©.

Money ot He biggest driver of early participation.
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Benefits of Athletics for Females

Reduce Health Risks \
— Physical

— Mental

Reduce Risky Behaviors
Increased Academics
Positive Relationships
Overall Well Being

LITTLE LEAGUE®
UNIVERSITY



Reasons for Decrease of

Participation
e Limited activity or playing e QOver-structured
time * Single-Sport Specialization
— Practice * Travel Ball
— Games * Untrained

— Fun, Fitness and
Fundamentals

Volunteers/Coaches

Late Entry for Females
Only the Best
Too Much Too Soon

e Cultural barriers

— Sons not Daughters

— Urban and Rural

Overuse injuries
— Black and Hispanic

— Economic @LLU
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Suggestions for Increasing

[ ] [ ] [ ]
Participation
What Kids Want From A Coach
The answers they gave researchers
What do Kids Want
1 RESPECT AND ENCOURAGEMENT
_ Video Games - X POSITIVE ROLE MODEL
- CLEAR, CONSISTENT COMMUNICATION
_ 'p 4. KNOWLEDGE OF SPORT
What dO the boys get' 5. SOMEONE WHO LISTENS

Free Play

Encourage Multi-Sport Play
Revitalize House Leagues
Designed for Development

Trained Adults /’SLLU
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Suggestions for Increasing
Participation cont.

Safe and secure place for children to
practice/play

Affordable — equipment, registration,
seasonal costs

— Transportation?

Cultural openings

— Marketing Material Geared towards Audience
Involving/Registering Girls at a Younger Age

Role Models

— Encouraging parents to participate with daughters /@\LLU

— Softball Days => High School or College LITTLE LEAGUE®
UNIVERSITY



Little League Softball Efforts

* Websites & Data
Center

e Softball Awards

— Volunteer of the
Year

— Hall of Excellence
e Communications &

Publications * Additional TV coverage and
 Social and Digital streaming
Media * Participation Review
* Coach Pitch QLLU
* Content LITTLE LEAGUE®

UNIVERSITY



Working Partnership to Grow
the Game

ONE Softball
Women’s Sports Foundation :
Pitch in For Softball
USA Softball

MLB RBI

International Softball Federation (ISF) and country or
region-specific Softball Federations

Mark Cooke

=LLU

LITTLE LEAGUE®
UNIVERSITY



Little League University -
Coaches Resource Center

Free to all Chartered
Leagues

B-1 CATCHING STANCE CC V02_REVIEWCOPY_Md

Updated regularly

Features both video
and text based |
articles as well as the |
latest Little League
news

Content specific for
softball, describing
skills, helpful drills
and suggestions on
how to structure
practice

Tee Ball & Coach

Pitch Program LITTLE LEAGUE®
UNIVERSITY



http://www.littleleaguecoach.org/

10-Week Tee Ball Program

LittleLeague.org/TeeBall

Tee Ball Full Practice Plan Week 2

Practics Gosk: What the kids should know by $he end of todeyl

The plavers should be skl 1o throw overhand, steoping with
‘oepralie oot and ywing a ket unaubted.

Musmriais and Equpmare:
-willabalhs |15}, buckst for bl (1]

~tme, or langs waffic cone 1]

~hud o 4 o 81, meave 30 4 langs circles of sibben into the
femce

~utringg o i e |3 or 4%

p—

~bat 1)

Practics Sequance:

1. Giather and mevicame players. Nirvirs coaches” names and plryen’
nrees. Revbew purpsss for being at the Seld and show s nthslaes

that hand. Bacins e PCA tip of the week. (3 misutea)

Pasitive Coocing Allwnce Talking Points for e ol Cosches
Winak 1 mbeunding o= Mistskes (Mistahs tial]

« &l athletes, ween great s, make mivtabes, but grest sthises
bz bt bource back from ristske.

= m yoer tmarn #aheubd be ohay o make s mbbake, 1w plopes
Frr mbikahes, Bvey won't by Eveir hardest, Tall Bhem S0 remember b
et o bard,

= iism o distaon Aitual s halp your sthistes foeus on the mene
important sley —the next play. When womeone on your mem make
 mistaks, they can Flesh B dosn the toilet by mking a flushing
rrestiees it Bk Bamd.

= ik, bl that s, “That's sk esh Bl Gt ey o the et pley”

2 Statues: sxpiain th 1o pleyers whis satend
frzm the welusme, Whils xslaining, demanitrats bow they wil

be e wsel horw 1o fremse Bk o stetue, Keep exlanation brief

s plpre will laen by byl Have players Snd o ot stand i
the e [perenal space] and on “g° slayers mn amphere b the
infleld. When the coach s, “Eee lim = they munt Eeemm
bk m ststue of whatever the cech cala ot The coach then s,
“ge” and the plavers ran agsin. Thing b= call sut: B your reortie
wuger beer, bom an airead, We @ race car debesr, bhays ars throwing
o banl iz v it bt ¢ bearmerus.. Repemat. This tims play thet tae
coomch Sags the players. They freem b o whateves the ez
calls. While & couch and pleyers ars pleyir, bk 310 4 hula hoop et
Py thwing height on the dence. Space them sbout 1 foet acert

3 Lall gl o the plicher's them muks a drchs.
inside of the dircle, skl a ball the
corrmet wary ko muks good theewa, Haes o player demonsirats

should be ke holding o tube of tnothoeste. They must keck st their

TEETBALLPRACTICE

ictice 2 — Quick Plan (45 minutes)

il wmed hand shasuld meve in 8 creslar metion. & gy w the FULL PRACTICE PLAN for detailed instructions for every activity within each lesson

o 1l plapsra that when they taka the ballcut of i

6:00~-6:03 Introduction

* Welcome players

* Review names (players and coaches)

* Review how to throw/PCA tip of the week

4. Stap plrpers ared call back 1 the mmach Have 03— 6:
thew wiffisbal in the backst wed e nathar 6:03-6:10 Statues :
* Players are tagged and must freeze like whatever the coach says

BREAK (3 mbuteal * (See full practice plan for complete instructions)
5. Call plapars in ancl hive them sh in e gras. Talk]
alak Befoee traching, Sisrins safety rum. They

twec hareds o the bat, never theow it aed stay in o

thers s no acidents. Demontrate & swing wmingd
our firvortte hardfyour theowing hand? That hand
other belew, brend ke, sband “skdswary®, sy on
bt the Bt sheil b bk in the firgers and pads
It ik, Hirvs thearn st thelr bades Snger of 3
the zalm of thair sther hard. Thep sheukd coss the
Enger mx theht i possible. Gnce the hard b dosed,
iy o st B Inche firsger ot Do Baks again with

6:10-6:15 Review Grip and Throwing

« Players gather in circle

* Grip wiffleball with whole hand using fingertips

* Demonstrate grip and throwing with opposite foot

6:15-6:30 Team Throwing

* Hula hoops need to be fastened to the fence

* Players are broken into even teams

* Players take turns throwing through the hoop against the fence

» Each throw that is made through the hoop counts as an “out” for that
team. Players are working toward three outs

» Coaches monitor for grip and stepping with opposite foot

* (See full practice plan for complete instructions)

Break

6:35~-6:40 Swinging

* Demonstrate a swing to players

* Have players practice swinging without a bat (a dry swing)

* Take each player, one at a time to practice with a tee while others are
still dry swinging

& Caather plryers and kave them ghe anctae:
about what they kearred lodey end how B wil help
Tine Sl plapers. Gibve the A tip of the wesk Rermi
the next meert. (4 minute|

6:40-6:45 Conclusion

* Have each player compliment another/PCA tip of the week
* Review what they learned

* Remind of next event (practice, game)

Dismi

team it’s okay to make a mistake. If we fear mistakes, we won't try our hardest. Remember
t keep hustling and working hard, no matter what!

« The players are divided into two teams. One team lines up at second base and the other team
lines up at home plate. Each line should be out of the way of the base paths.,

= On “go”, the first player in line at second base runs around the bases back to second base
while, at the same time, the player at home runs around the bases back to home plate. Once
the players arrive back to their team's line they tag the next player to continue the race.

# The first team finish is the winning team.

LITTLE LEAGLE®
UNIVERSITY


http://www.littleleague.org/TeeBall
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Grow the Game Grant Program

Little League Softball Grants available
— Upto $20,000
Who can apply?
— In good standing with Little League, Region and District
— Any league chartered with the program or planning to charter the program
— Non-profit status
What can they be used for?
— Camps/clinics
— Special Game Tournaments
— Capital Budget Improvement
— Marketing (TV, Radio, Fliers, etc.)
How?

— Submit Completed Form, Written Proposal and Project Estimate

— 3 Letters of Recommendation
— Financial Statement

— League Point Person must be willing to follow-up with individual =0\
overseeing those grant funds 8 L L u
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Little League Softball Days

Over 35 colleges and universities across the country
hosted Little League Softball Days

-

Hofstra, South Florida, Tennessee, DePaul, Michigan,
Baylor, Penn State, and many more.
LittleLeague.org/SoftballDays/

LITTLE LEAGUE®
UNIVERSITY



https://www.littleleague.org/play-little-league/softball/sb-events/

Little League Softball Special Games

e Allows Little League programs to organize weekend
tournaments easier during the Regular Season, Second
Season and Fall Ball.

* Additional flexibility in rules for participation, pitching,
games in a day and team composition to increase the
attractiveness and competitive level.

* Games played count towards tournament eligibility for
Junior and Senior League.

 Complete details of special games options are available
online at LittleLeague.org/Assets/forms pubs/Special

GamesGuidelines Softball.pdf
=0\
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http://www.littleleague.org/Assets/forms_pubs/SpecialGamesGuidelines_Softball.pdf

Recent Softball Changes

The following changes were recently revised in the past few years:

Regulation IV — allow 12-year-olds to participate in Majors and
Juniors;

Pitching Distance change from 40’ to 43’ for Junior and Senior
League Softball (aligns with NCAA and ISF);

Bat BPF to 1.20;

Metal cleats option for upper divisions;

Definition of a bunt (aligns with NCAA);

Allowing a runner to steal at the release of the pitch in the Major
Division;

Allowing the batter to run on a dropped 3" strike at the Major
Division;

Allowing tournament teams to participate in special games after

tournament teams are announced;
’fo\‘LLU

Penalty for use of an illegal bat
TTLE LEAGUE®
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Softball Changes cont.

* Relaxed pitching regulations —
— Minor/Majors: 12 innings in a day; 6 innings or less, no rest
required.
— Junior/Senior League: No restrictions
 Relaxed gamesin a day:
— Minor/Majors: Two doubleheaders in a
7-day period
— Junior/Senior League: Up to 3 games
in a day. g

=LLU
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Little League Softball® and ASA

Rules & Regulations Comparison

ﬂl! Determination Date

ige Structure

Playing Field

Base Lines
Pitching Distance

Fence Distance

On-Deck Position

Equipment

Cleats

Bats
Length

Weight
Catcher's Mask

Double First Base

ASA Little I.E*;ue Softball
December 31fJanuary 1 December 31/ January 1
au Tee Ball: 4-7
10U Minor: 7-8 (5 and 6-year-olds with one year of Tee Ball may play up);
59-11 (Minors may include Coach Pitch® and Player Pitch)
120U Major Division: 9-12
14U Junior: 12-14
16U Senior: 13-16
18U Big League: 14-18
60 feet 60 feet (Tee Ball: may be 50 feet)
100 35 feet Tee Ball/Minor: 35 feet
130 40 feet Major: 40 feet
14U and abowe: 43 feet JuniorfSeniorfBig: 43 feet
10Uk 175-225 feet Min: 200 feet

120-1800: 200-225 feet
Permitted

12U and below: Metal cdeats are not permitted
1AW and above: Metal permitted

1040 11"

120-1800: 12"

ASA certification (2000 or 2004)

Mo more than 34 inches

Mo more than 38 oz.

Mask must have throat protector [extended wire
frame or dangling throat protector)

Must be used

Minor/Major: Mot Permitted
JuniorfSenior/Big: Permitted

Minor/Major: Metal cleats are not permitted
JuniorfSeniorfBig: Metal Permitted

Minor: 11"

Major/ Junior/Senior/ Big: 12

1.20 BPF

Majors and belosw: No more than 33 inches
JuniorfSeniorfBig: No more than 34 inches
Mo maximum weight

Mask must have a dangling throat protector

Allowed



The Game:

Innimgs
Rumn Rule
Time Limnit

Players to Start/End Game
Substitutions

Mandatory Flay

HitlinE

Bunt

Bunt Attemnpt
Extra Positions
Drop 3rd Strike

Base Running

Sliding

Stealing

Penalty for leaving early
Courtesy/Pinch Runner

10U and abowe: 7 innings
15 after 3; 12 after 4; & after &

May impose 1 hour 40 min
May startfend game with B; take an out
Starters & substitutes may re-enter

Mone

Allowed
Must move bat towards ball for strike call
DPfFlex

10U and abowe: Allowed

Head first slide allowed

100 May leave at pitcher's release unless
local league rule
120U May leave at release
Baserunner called out
Yes, but not same player for pitcher
and catcher

Minor/Major: & innings

Junior/Senior/Big: 7 innings

Minor/Major: 10 after 4

JuniorfSenior/Big: 10 after 5

Mone; unless imposed by local league during regular season

hust hawve 9 players

Minor/Major/ lunior/Senior/Big Regular Season: Only a player in the
starting lineup may re-enter the game

Minor/MajorfJunior Tournament: Starters and substitutes may
re-enter the game after Mandatory Play has been met

Senior/Big League Tournament: Starters may re-enter game onoe;
A substitute may not re-enter the game once removed

Minor/Major/ lunior/Senior Regular Season: 6 outs; 1 at bat

Minor/MajorfJunior Tournament: Depends on Roster size

Minors/Majors/Junior/Senior/Big: Allowed

Holding bat in strike zone; Must be pulled back for a ball (NFHS)
Senior/Big: DH

Minors: Mot Allowed; batter is out

Major/lunior/SeniorfBig: Allowed

Minor/Major: Mo head first slide when advancing
Junior/Senior/Big: Head first slide allowead
Minor: May leave when ball crosses the plate

MajorfJunior/Senior/Big: May leave at pitcher's release

Baserunner called out

Special Pinch Runner: Once each inning a team may utilize
a player who is not in the batting crder as a special pinch
runner for any offensive player.



Pitching

Intentional Walk Must throw 4 balls Must throw 4 balls
Megal Pitch Both feet must start on pitcher's plate Onily pivot foot must start on pitcher's plate (aligns with NFHS)
Mo crow hop Mo crow hop
Mo leaping Mo leaping
Penalty for IF Ball is called on the batter; base runners Minor/Major: A ball on the batter
advance one base Junior/Seniorf/Big: Ball on the batter; base runners advance one base
Pitching Restrictions Mone Minor/Major: & innings or less, no rest required; Max of 12 innings in a day

Junior/SeniorfBig: Mo restrictions

*Coach Pitch is a Division of the Minor Division that allows the Manager or Coach to pitch to their players while on defense to help teach the game of
softball and keeps the game moving. A Coach Pitch divison would NOT be considered a competitive Minor Division.



NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
FraALL" R

LITTLE LEAGUE S0

GENERAL CHARACTER!STICS

scope of Play
sembership
sports scope

players

pivistons of P&y
player Elightity

‘playing Seasons

Restrictions

PLAYING FIELD
Base LInes

peld Distance

pitching Distance

On-Deck Position
Catcher’s BOX
Double First B3se

Other Bases

Bench [ Dugout

Little League vs. NFHS
Rules & Regulations

i
ULES AND REGULATIONS COMPARISON

Little League

Community pased leagues w/boundzries

sdlbﬂ(ﬁﬁpl:h)mdudﬂ“

Female & Male Ages & 18
-ree Ball (4-7), MIROE (6-12), MaJOX (8-12)
Juntor {12-14), Senir (u-\s).u(wm

Lamits to roster size (Ditfer Y division)

Lamits to pumber of same age player® on Mzjor
pitching limits 08 nnings 10 game, da¥, ek
pitching rest Tequl on

Minimum games 18
Re-entry restrictions (mandatory P

Little League

&0 Feel

mammeuded-.zooree(

Major: 40 Feel

[RISNWUM
Mz)m:.\xxmmmzd

JRISR/BIE permitted

.wnl\msmmﬁdsnm

pd!ldhmmphl

jRSR/BI10 ft1ong X a5t wide
Allm‘vd~upﬂan.ﬂ
naxedas:bqsouml\dy\ay
Only white bag can be used thereafier
mﬂmﬁmwm\mﬂ

Must be provided and mustbe pm\ecwd
with & ftmin high wire fence

LEA,
S

STATE HIG SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS AND Y

SOFFEAY =

public & Private schools of equivalent

sanb-lm’&s?).umﬂmduw
Wduh«molqnmd

sporisand

Female & ale Grades 7 thrd 12 with
eligibility

aiddle wd:(p-dsm)
mwﬂtﬂyldﬂ&\l).vlﬂ"(yﬂ&\l)

Age, Residence
Spring andlor AT of school year

Roster size dElEn'D\DEdW schoal

No age group limit
No limits

No rest required
Schedule st bY schools and/or Jeague gusdelines

No wait period for re-entry

NFHS

60 feet: W&Q'I\I'blk ssms\mﬂ: 1" bl

185-235 i for fast pich

43 foet all levels

permitted

10 ftlongX uamumw»{m
A“wed-optmal

same

w!hbapanbeuseddwmﬁﬂ
MM”M

pecommended for contestants

genchydugout &2 fence protectiod not mandated

NFHS

Permitted: All Level

127 dia, .47 max
6Yi7or COR; 375 Ihs max comprassion,

Must
be optic yellow w/NFHS authenticating mark

ASAC

34" max for all divistons
Same

Must have throat
protector (exte
frame or dangiing throat p :‘d’&'lwug

Same

Optic markings not permitted

Glove or mitt; no solid optic or optic markin
Same .
Face Guards: Mandatory
Chin Straps: Optional

Permitted

NFHS

/AR: 7 Innings ; Regulation 5

JH/TVIVAR:
. AR: 15 after 3 (2 */2) and 10 afier 5 (4 1/2)
unless playing in public park and one s

y state assoctatson adaption

ty: Forfelture

ght ¢ or 10 using DP/Flex option

dtory play rle i rgalr o post

fs an
1d substitutes each have one re-entry

d ball appesl allowed

assoctations can adopt

NFHS

NFHS Witten ryles
NFHS written ryles
NFHS Written ryla
s
Same Penalty

Ball on bater

Only a b,
e
203ec0nd

onebase

Violation

Same

3 per game totg]
Must th; b
Sor I mingta
Once per 1
= 0 WRIT 4P ptches
Can
Te-enter; can retyry -
Pitch
NFHs
Alloweq
Same

DP/Hex (¢
Ptional) for all Jevals

TH/IVIVAR: Allomeq

Must not move
bax. t0 be
1722 b, o g e 2 When i
move. batters

Batter oy
ut;
ey POV, Batter .y
ead coach

Runney
TS
Feturn to bass or g,
'maln out

- Immadate
| dead balt
Teturn Batter 15 out

{'m"mm&""’e occupled
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\"\1 Little League. International Baseball and Softball

Steps for Starting a Softball Program

If 1 am interested in my league offering the Little League Softball program what are the next steps?

-

Discuss offering Little League Softball program with your local Little League board — The first step to adding a
softhall program to your local Little League is to discuss the addition of the program with the board. The board
should appoint a softball committee to head up the effort. The committee should consist of at least one board
member, and may include other members of the league or members of the community interested in starting a
Little League Softball program. Some members that you may choose to include on the committee include your
local high school softball coach, or other members in the community involved with softball. This committee will
oversee items such as promotion of the softball program, identifying potential managers and ceaches, securing
softball fields, recruiting players, etc. Note: When securing fields, a softball program may use either a traditional
softball field or may use an existing baseball field.

~

Let your District Administrator know that you are planning to offer Little League Softball - Your District
Administrator will be able to let you know what other leagues in the district are currently offering softball and
what opportunities may exist for interleague play or combined teams. Additionally, your District Administrator
may be able to put you in touch with other softball contacts in the district that may be able to help you in
starting your own program.

3. Begin promoting your softball program and gauge interest in the community — When you first begin promoting
your Little League Softball program, consider promoting the program for all ages 4-18. Based on the interest at
each age level, you can determine which levels of play your league will offer. You may choose to have girls
interested in participating complete an interest form, similar to a registration form. This will allow your league
to easily contact these individuals during registration. Keep in mind that even if your \eague
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Promoting and Operating a Successful Softball Pragram

ructuring the Board
ittle League would recommend adding at least two positions to the local league board when
rting or operating a softball program: a Softball Vice President and a Softball Player Agent.

oftball Vice President

pointing a Softball Vice President to oversee the operations is an important task for any
ague managing a softball program. One of the primary goals of this position is to promote the
rogram within the local softball community. The Softball Vice President acts as a liaison
etween the league board and those involved in the softball program.

REDFIN

BALL

ge

A

0,000 PLAYER

4 WORLD SERIES TOURNAMENTS,

LIVE TELEVISIDN COVERAGE ON ESPN

LAUGHING, LEARNING,
AND COMPETING

on-field while
a competitive outlet for girls.

Feundsd in 1074, tha Erogram has mora than 25,000 scftball tsama and
9ama of ackibal &t the
‘rassrcota, Litha Loaguo® has oollsbarated with rore toan 25 ccuntraa s

Littha Loagus brings aommunities together and offars a pran

“Little League was hugd

reata a foundation for succoss. Ltk Loague Softbal includos diisiona of
Play for grla ages 4 1o 16, which culminetes at three Saftball World Seris

s provd o offera.
tocal beguas induding Litte Loague Univarsity, affordeble ooach and player

In love with the game. I
giris a chance to drear
part of something big|

2011 Lo L b o Bt




Starting Softball at the District Level

* Tee Ball or District-wide programs
* Work Together and Communicate
e Softball ADAs or Committees
* Education and Training Opportunities
* Schedules
e Junior and Senior League
* Tournament
* Divisions being entered

e Combine Teams
* Interleague

* Special Games /’;\\LLU
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Starting Softball Local League Suggestions

Board Structure — League should add at least two positions to
their Boards to help oversee the softball program

— Softball Vice President
— Softball Player Agent
— Marketing Position
* Fall Ball/Second Season
* Tee Ball Softball
e Age Structure for Softball
* Regulation IV and Player Pools
* Find Facilities
* Promote the Program
* Training and Education
* Work with DAs to coordinate Regular Season schedule %\LLU

LITTLE LEAGUE®
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Chartering Little League Softball

Methods of Chartering
* Addition to an existing charter

* Addition to an existing charter with
modified boundaries

 Softball Only Charter

=LLU
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Addition to an Existing Charter

* Softball can be chartered by simply listing
softball teams on your league’s charter
application

e Charter fees and insurance rates are the same
as those for baseball

* Most appropriate when the same board is
running both baseball and softball programs in
a community

=LLU
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Addition to an Existing Charter with Modified

Boundaries (cont’d

* Chartered by listing softball teams on the league’s
charter application

e Charter fees and insurance rates are the same as
those for baseball

 The league may request to operate with expanded
boundaries for the softball program only to draw
more girls to the program
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Addition to an Existing Charter with Modified

Boundaries (cont’d

* Modified boundaries may include unchartered
areas or areas chartered by another league not
offering softball

e |f an area in a modified boundary is chartered by
another league, that league must give up rights to
operate softball in that area

* All modified softball boundaries must be
submitted as a waiver request and approved by
the Charter Committee
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Softball Only Charter

* A softball league can be chartered as a separate
entity from a baseball league in a community

* This option is best when the softball program is
operated by a separate board or when there is a
group of individuals who would like to focus only
on softball operations
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Softball Only Charter (cont’d)

To charter a softball only league:
1. Complete and submit a charter application
2. Complete and submit a Little League constitution

3. Complete and submit a boundary map signed by the
District Administrator, the League President, and the
League Presidents of any baseball leagues whose
boundaries the softball only league encompasses

4. All baseball leagues whose boundaries the softball
only league overlaps must submit a letter giving up
their rights to charter softball

5. All softball only charters must be approved by the
Charter Committee @LLU
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You Draft It
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District/League Issues

* My district/leagues don’t offer softball, what
can | do?

* A County/Park & Rec. won’t let my league
add softball or they’ll let in a competing
baseball program.

My softball leagues/parents are constantly
complaining they are underserved in
comparison to baseball. What can |/they do?

=LLU

LITTLE LEAGUE®
UNIVERSITY



Recommendations/Feedback

* What other benefits do we need to be
attractive?

* |f you have competing softball, what have
you “heard” is the reason they play/charter
with another organization?

* Rule changes?

* Best way to educate coaches, managers,
parents?
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Little League® Graduates

A few Little League Softball graduates through the
years:
Crystal Bustos: USA Softball Team (Canyon Country LL)
Sue Enquist: Former Head Coach at UCLA
Cat Osterman: USA Olympian (Bear Creek LL)

Heather Tarr: Head Coach at the University of
Washington

Angela Tincher: VA Tech; No hitter against US Team
(Clifton Forge LL)

Jackie Traina — University of Alabama and 2012 WCWS
Champions (Naples LL)
Gatorade National Players of the Years

o Carly Hoover (SC), Alexis Bower (PA), Pauline Tufi (AK)
Sarah Ing (Washington DC), Carolyn Szymanski (DE)
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For more information, visit
LittleLeagueSoftball.org or
Facebook.com/LittleLeagueSoftball

Sara Thompson
Director of Softball Development

Sthompson@LittleLeague.org
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